
BHARTIYA SHIKSHA BOARD 

Sample Question Paper (2026-27) 

Class: XII 

Subject: History (141) 

Time allowed: 3 hours                                                            Maximum marks: 80 

General Instructions: 
Read the following instructions very carefully and strictly follow them. 

(I) This question paper comprises five Sections– Section A, Section B, Section C, 
Section D and Section E. All questions are compulsory. 

(II) Section A– Question No. 1 to 21 are Multiple Choice Questions, carrying 1 mark 
each. 

(III) Section B– Question No. 22 to 27 are short answer type questions, carrying 3 
marks each. Answers to these questions should not exceed 60 to 80 words. 

(IV) Section C– Question No. 28 to 30 are Long answer type questions, carrying 8 
marks each. Answers to these questions should not exceed 300 to 350 words. 

(V) Section D– Question No. 31 to 33 are Source-based questions, with three sub-
questions and carrying 4 marks each. 

(VI) Section E– Question No. 34 is a map-based question, carrying 5 marks that 
includes the identification and locations of significant test items. 

(VII) Answers should be as per the weightage of the question. The above word-limit 
should be adhered to, as far as possible. 

(VIII) There is no overall choice in the question paper. However, an internal choice has 
been provided in some questions. Only one of the choices in such questions has 
to be attempted. 

(IX) Cut the MAP from your question paper and attach it with your answer-book. 
(X) In addition to this, read the given separate instructions with each section and 

question. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Q. 
No. 

Questions Marks 
Section-A 

Multiple Choice Questions 
21X1= 
21 

1. The ruler who rebuild Sudarshan Lake was- 
(A) Mauryan king Ashoka 
(B) Satvahana king Gautmi putra Satkarni 
(C) Gupta king Srigupta 
(D) Saka king Rudradaman 

1 

2. Which of the following is not a part of Buddhist literature ‘Tipitaka’- 
(A) Sutta pitak 
(B) Vinay pitak 
(C) Sheel pitak 
(D) Abhidhamma pitak 

1 

3. Where did Archaeologists find the evidence of a ploughed field of Harrapan era?  
(A) Mohanjodaro 
(B) Kalibangan 
(C) Lothal 
(D) Harappa 

1 

4. S. N. Roy in his ‘The story of Indian Archeology’ noted, “He left India three 
thousand year older than he had found her.” For whom the word ‘He’ referred to- 

(A) John Marshall 
(B) R.E.M. Wheeler 
(C) R.D. Banerjee 
(D) Alexander Cunningham 

 

1 

5. In whose praise Prayag Prashasti of Harisen was composed? 
(A) Maurya King Chandragupta 
(B) Kushan King Kanishka 
(C) Gupta King Samudragupta 
(D) Vardhan King Harshvardhan 

 

1 

6. Who among the following persuaded Buddha to allow women into Sangha? 
(A) Prajapati Gautmi 
(B) Anand  
(C) Ajatasattu 
(D) Faxian 

 

1 

7. Match the columns and choose the correct answer- 
 

                   Column A  Column B 
1 Marriage within a unit a Exogamy 
2 Practice of a man having several wives. b Polyandry 
3 Marriage outside the unit. c Endogamy 
4 Practice of a woman having several husbands. d Polygyny 

 
Options: 

(A) 1-c,2-d,3-a,4-b  
(B) 1-a,2-d,3-c,4-b 
(C) 1-d,2-c,3-b,4-a 
(D) 1-b,2-c,3-d,4-a 

 

1 

8. Identify the correctly matched pair- 
           Column A                            Column B 
           (Traveller)                            (Country) 

(A) Afanasii Nikitich Nikitin     - Portugal 
(B) Duarte Barbosa                 - Russia 
(C) Peter Mundy                      - England 
(D) Francois Bernier                - Italy 

 

1 



9. Read the following statements and choose the correct answer- 
Statement I- Ibn Battuta reached Delhi during the reign of Muhammad bin 
Tughlaq. 
Statement II- Firoz Shah Tughlaq appointed Ibn Battuta the Quazi of Delhi. 
 
Options: 

(A) Only Statement I is correct. 
(B) Only Statement II is correct 
(C) Both Statement I and II are correct. 
(D) Both Statement I and Statement II are incorrect. 

 

1 

10. Two statements marked as Assertion and Reason are given below. Read the 
statements and choose the correct option- 
Assertion (A): Mirabai was a Rajput princess and bhakti saint who defied the 
caste norms of the society. 
Reason (R): Saint Raidas, a leather worker, was the preceptor of Mirabai. 
 
Options: 

(A) Assertion (A) is true but Reason (R) is false. 
(B) Assertion (A) is false but Reason (R) is true. 
(C) Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are correct but Reason (R) is not the 

correct explanation of Assertion (A). 
(D) Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are correct and Reason (R) is the 

correct explanation of Assertion (A). 
 

1 

11. Identify the given picture- 

 
 
Options: 

(A) Mahanavami Dibba 
(B) Gopuram of Brihadishvara Temple 
(C) Lotus Temple  
(D) Gateway in the fortification wall 

 
Note: The following question is for the Visually Impaired Candidates only, in 
lieu of Q. No. 11 
Which of the following battle marked the end of Vijayanagara empire- 

(A) Second Battle of Tarain 
(B) Third Battle of Panipat 
(C) Battle of Rakshasi-Tangadi 
(D) Battle of Srirangapatna 

 

1 



12. Identify the traveller who gave the following description of Vijayanagara Empire- 
 
“The size of this city I do not write here, because it cannot all be seen from any one 
spot, but I climbed a hill whence I could see a great part of it; I could not see it all 
because it lies between several ranges of hills. What I saw from thence seemed to 
me as large as Rome, and very beautiful to the sight…” 
 

(A) Duarte Barbosa  
(B) Domingo Paes  
(C) Fernao Nuniz 
(D) Afanasii Nikitin 

 

1 

13. Read the following statements in context of Ain-i-Akbari and choose the correct 
option: 

I. It was written by Abu’l Fazl. 
II. It was the second part of the book Akbarnama. 
III. It gives detailed description of various departments of Akbar’s government. 
IV. It give intricate quantitative information of various provinces of the empire. 

 
Options: 

(A) Only I and III are correct. 
(B) Only I, II and III are correct. 
(C) Only I, III and IV are correct. 
(D) Only II, III and IV are correct. 

 

1 

14. During the Akbar’s reign the revenue collector was known as- 
(A) Muqaddam   
(B) Majur 
(C) Muzarian 
(D) Amil-guzar 

 

1 

15. Arrange the following events in chronological order and choose the correct Option- 
(I) East India Company acquires the Diwani rights of Bengal. 
(II) Introduction of Permanent settlement in Bengal. 
(III) Santhal Rebellion. 
(IV) Ryots in Deccan village rebel. 

 
Options: 

(A) I, II, III, IV 
(B) I, III, II, IV 
(C) I, II, IV, III 
(D) II, III, IV, I 

 

1 

16. Which of the following tribal group was actively practicing shifting agriculture in 
the Rajmahal hill area during late eighteenth century? 

(A) Kol 
(B) Paharias 
(C) Gond 
(D) Bhil 

 

1 

17. For which kingdom Governor General Lord Dalhousie remarked-“a cherry that 
will drop into our mouth one day.”- 

(A) Bengal 
(B) Awadh 
(C) Hyderabad 
(D) Mysore 

 
 
 

1 



18. Which governor General devised the system of Subsidiary Alliance? 
(A) Lord Cornwallis 
(B) Lord Dalhousie 
(C) Lord Wellesley 
(D) Lord Hardinge 

 

1 

19. Arrange the following historical events in chronological order and choose the 
correct option- 

(I) Return of Mahatma Gandhi from South Africa. 
(II) Demand of Purna Swaraj 
(III) Jallianwala Bagh massacre 
(IV) Arrival of Simon Commission 

 
Options: 

(A) I, II, III, IV 
(B) I, III, IV, II 
(C) I, II, IV, III 
(D) II, III, IV, I 

 

1 

20. Which of the following statement is INCORRECT in context to Constituent 
Assembly of India? 

(A) The members of Constituent Assembly were elected on the basis of 
universal franchise. 

(B) In Constituent Assembly Congress was the dominant party. 
(C) Jawahar Lal Nehru moved the crucial “Objectives Resolution". 
(D) Dr. Rajendra Prasad was the President of Constituent Assembly. 

 

1 

21. B. Pocker Bahadur, a member of Constituent Assembly of India, was elected 
from- 

(A) Madras 
(B) Bombay 
(C) Mysore 
(D) Bengal 

 

1 

Section-B 
Short Answer Questions 

6X3=1
8 

22. (a) Describe the burial system of Harappan civilisation. 
 

OR 
 

(b) Describe the religious beliefs of Harappan civilisation. 
 

3 
 
 
 
3 

23. Explain the reasons for the spread of Buddhism and Jainism during 6th century 
BCE. 

3 

24. Why was crown ownership of land harmful according to Bernier? Explain. 
  

3 

25. (a) Analyse the Amar-nayaka system of Vijayanagara Empire. 
 

OR 
 

(b) Why were agricultural tracts incorporated within the fortified area in 
Vijayanagara empire?  
 

3 
 
 
 
3 

26. (a) “The nationalist movement in the twentieth century drew its inspiration from 
the event of 1857.” Explain the statement with suitable examples.   
 

3 

27. How did the Constituent assembly solve the complex system of fiscal federalism?  
 

3 



Section-C 
Long Answer Questions 

3X8= 
24 

28. (a) “Epigraphy alone does not provide a full understanding of political and 
economic history.” Evaluate the statement. 
 

OR 
 

(b) Evaluate the administrative system of the Mauryan Empire. 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
8 

29. (a) Describe the Virashaiva tradition in Karnataka. 
 

 OR 
 

(b) Describe the role of Kabir in weaving the composite culture in Bhakti 
tradition. 
 

8 
 
 
 
8 

30. (a) “By 1922, Mahatma Gandhi had transformed Indian Nationalism.” Justify the 
statement with suitable examples.  
 

OR 
 

(b) “The study of Gandhi ji’s political life requires correlation between 
documentary evidence and mass experiences.” Justify the statement. 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
8 

Section-D 
Source Based Questions 

3X4= 
12 

31. Read the given source carefully and answer the questions that follows: 
 

How could men and women acquire wealth? 
“For men, the Manusmriti declares, there are seven means of acquiring wealth: 
inheritance, finding, purchase, conquest, investment, work, and acceptance of 
gifts from good people. 
For women, there are six means of acquiring wealth: what was given in front of 
the fire (marriage) or the bridal procession, or as a token of affection, and what 
she got from her brother, mother or father. She could also acquire wealth through 
any subsequent gift and whatever her “affectionate” husband might give her.” 
 
(31.1) Name any two ways by which men could acquire wealth according to the 
Manusmriti.                                                                                               (1) 

(31.2) According to the passage, from whom could women receive wealth?  (1) 
 
(31.3) What does the passage reveal about the position of men and women in 
matters of property and wealth? Explain.                                                    (2) 
 

1+1+2
=4 

32. Read the given source carefully and answer the questions that follows: 
 

Trade between the hill tribes and the plains, c. 1595 
“This is how Abu’l Fazl describes the transactions between the hill tribes and the 
plains in the suba of Awadh (part of present-day Uttar Pradesh): 
From the northern mountains quantities of goods are carried on the backs of men, 
of stout ponies and of goats, such as gold, copper, lead, musk, tails of the kutas 
cow (the yak), honey, chuk (an acid composed of orange juice and lemon boiled 
together), pomegranate seed, ginger, long pepper, majith (a plant producing a red 
dye) root, borax, zedoary (a root resembling turmeric), wax, woollen stuffs, wooden 
ware, hawks, falcons, black falcons, merlins (a kind of bird), and other articles. In 
exchange they carry back white and coloured cloths, amber, salt, asafoetida, 
ornaments, glass and earthen ware.” 

1+1+2
=4 



(32.1) What items were brought from the northern mountains to the plains 
according to Akbarnama?                                                                             (1) 

(32.2) Which goods were carried back to the hills from the plain?                  (1) 

 
(32.3) Explain how geographical differences between hills and plains 
encouraged trade between them.                                                         (2) 
 

33. Read the given source carefully and answer the questions that follows: 
 

On clearance and settled cultivation 
“Passing through one village in the lower Rajmahal hills, Buchanan wrote: 
The view of the country is exceedingly fine, the cultivation, especially the narrow 
valleys of rice winding in all directions, the cleared lands with scattered trees, and 
the rocky hills are in perfection; all that is wanted is some appearance of progress 
in the area and a vastly extended and improved cultivation, of which the country 
is highly susceptible. Plantations of Asan and Palas, for Tessar (Tassar silk worms) 
and Lac, should occupy the place of woods to as great an extent as the demand 
will admit; the remainder might be all cleared, and the greater part cultivated, 
while what is not fit for the purpose, might rear Plamira (palmyra) and Mowa 
(mahua).” 
 
(33.1) What features of the Rajmahal hills impressed Francis Buchanan during 
his journey?                                                                                                 (1) 
 
(33.2) How did Buchanan suggest the forests of the Rajmahal hills could be used 
economically?                                                                                              (1) 
 
(33.3) “How does the passage show the changing use of forests and land in the 
Rajmahal hills? Explain with examples.                                                        (2) 
 

1+1+2
=4 

Section-F 
Map Skill Based Questions 

3+2=5 

34. (34.1) On the given political outline map of India, locate and label the following 
places with appropriate symbols: 

(i) Lothal- A mature Harappan site 
(ii) Sanchi- A major Buddhist site 
(iii) (a) Thanjavur- A medieval period town 

OR 
(b) Ajmer- A territory under the Mughals 

 
(34.2) On the same political outline map of India, two places have been marked 
as ‘A’ and ‘B’, as the centres of the Indian National Movement. Identify them and 
write their correct names on the lines drawn near them. 
 

3X1=3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2X1=2 

Note: The following questions are for the Visually Impaired candidates only, in 
lieu of Q.No. 34. 
(34.1) Mention any one mature Harappan site in Gujarat. 
(34.2) Mention any one ancient Buddhist site in Bihar. 
(34.3) (a)Name any one territory which was under the Mughals  

OR 
         (b) Name any one neighbouring kingdom of Bijapur. 
(34.4) Name any two centres of the Indian National Movement. 
 

 
 
1 
1 
1 
1 
 
2 



 
 


